
Evidence 
 
Your case will be heavily dependent on evidence. Evidence falls into two broad types. First, 
factual evidence from a witness and secondly, expert evidence from a suitable qualified 
expert. You can find more information about expert evidence in our Expert Witnesses 
factsheet. 

 
Witness Evidence 
 
The general rule is that any fact which needs to be proved is to be proved at trial by oral 
evidence given in public, and at any other hearing by evidence in writing. This will take 
place in the form of a witness statement. The purpose of a witness statement is for the 
witness to say, in his own words what the relevant evidence was. It is on this evidence that 
the witness may be cross examined if the case were to proceed to court.  
 
When giving directions for trial, the court will usually order witness statements to be 
exchanged. Having served a witness statement on the other side, the witness will usually be 
called to give oral evidence at trial.  
 
When preparing a witness statement to be used at trial, it is, therefore, essential to ensure 
that the statement is comprehensive. A witness may amplify or give further evidence on 
matters which have arisen since the witness statement was served. It is important however 
to include as much information as you feel is relevant from the outset as these additions can 
only be made with the court’s permission.  
 
A witness statement will stand as the evidence – in –chief. The witness will be asked to 
confirm whether it is true and will then be cross-examined on this information by the other 
side. This can seem very daunting but this should not deter you from providing information. 
When evidence is questioned orally in court it becomes the most reliable evidence.  
 
The function of a witness statement is to relate the facts to the court so it can draw its own 
conclusions. The general rule is that opinion evidence is not admissible. Where it is difficult 
to separate fact from opinion, the witness should relate factors which led to the opinion. It is 
important that any relevant opinions expressed are based on what the witness personally 
perceived.  
 
Overall, it is important to be truthful and include anything that you feel will be relevant. 
After completion you will sign a statement of truth which provides confirmation that what 
you have signed is a reasonable account of what you believed happened. If you sign a 
statement of truth and it is later found that the information contained within your witness 
statement were untrue you could be held liable for contempt of court 
 
Further to Witness statements and Expert reports it is important to keep as much 
documentation as possible. When considering quantum items and diaries that show 
additional items that you purchase, costs due to appointments and assistance from others is 
crucial in order to illustrate how your life has changed. It is a great help where we can show 
evidence for expenditures and where care is being contemplated.  
 
If you would like to find out any more information do get in touch.  
 
You may wish to view our fact sheet on Expert Evidence. 
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